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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 2 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 12 is a duplicate of 
claim 1 1 . Claim 12 should be modified or cancelled. 

2. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase within 
the parentheses should be canceled since it does not provide any patentable limitation. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stafford 
et al (hereafter Stafford) (US 4,754,486). 

Regarding claims 1 and 5, Stafford discloses a safety apparatus for use with an 
audio device ("audio system"), the audio device having an output circuit (8, 10, 1 1) for 
controlling a signal (left or right input signal) to a means for outputting sound (13, 14), 
the safety apparatus comprising: 
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a) a detector circuit for detecting the presence of a pre-determined sound (20, 1- 

b) a mute circuit (7) connected to the detector circuit and cooperative with the 
audio device for controlling the output circuit (8, 10, 1 1 ) and hereby permitting the mute 
circuit to control said signal to the means for outputting sound. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Stafford shows that said means for outputting sound is 
a head phone or a speaker (see Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Stafford shows that the mute circuit turns off the signal to the 
means for outputting sound (col. 6, lines 62-63). 

Regarding claim 6, Stafford shows the siren (col. 7, line 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Stafford shows the input means (R100). 
5. Claims 8, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Obara (JP 408083090A). 

Regarding claims 8, 13 and 14, Obara discloses a portable safety apparatus for 
use by disabled person, the safety apparatus comprising: 

a detector circuit for detecting the presence of a pre-determined sound (siren) ; 

a notice circuit (vibrator) connected to said detector circuit, and useable by the 
disabled person to notify said disabled person of the presence of a pre-determined 
sound. 

i 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Obara in 
view of Robinett (US 2002/0012291). 

Regarding claim 9, Obara fails to show input means to allow the customization of 
the notice circuit for modifying the types of notice (mute, visual, tactile) given to the 
person. Robinett teaches a warning device for a person with disability with an input 
means allowing that person to modify the types of notice to the person based on the 
selected events. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Obara in view of Robinett by having input means allowing the person to modify 
the notice according to his/her preference. 

8. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over * 
Obara in view of Reiter (US 4,991 ,126). 

Regarding claims 10-12, Obara fails to provide any drawing showing the device 
carried by the disable person. However, one skilled in the art would have expected that 
the device could be designed and carried by the person in numerous ways as long as 
the disable person would be able to sense the notification. Reiter teaches, in Fig. 8, a 
portable notification device to be worn by the disable person. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Obara in view of Reiter by mounting 
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the portable device to the neck in order to free the hands of the disable person to carry 
other necessities. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ping Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-7522. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian C. Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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